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POLICE OFFICERS, RECRUITMENT 

687. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 
Mr Speaker - 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  Are you reading this question? 
The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Perth to order for the second time. 
Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  It is unfortunate that he makes that noise every time somebody squeezes him.  Sadly, my 
question is also to the Minister for Police. 

I refer the minister to the latest Western Australia Police Service annual report, which indicates that as at 30 June 
2001, the beginning of Labor’s first full financial year in office, 4 993 sworn police officers were employed in 
this State.  I further draw the minister’s attention to a recent answer to a question in the Legislative Council, 
which indicates that as at the end of last month that number had increased only marginally to 5 025 sworn police 
officers employed in this State. 

(1) Will the minister now concede that since the beginning of this Government’s first full financial year in 
office, it has recruited just 32 new police officers over and above the attrition rate, despite her written 
pre-election commitment to increase numbers by an extra 250? 

(2) Is the minister aware that if she is to meet this pre-election commitment and keep pace with the attrition 
rate of about 194 officers a year, she will have to recruit a massive 606 new police officers in the next 
two years? 

(3) Will the minister now admit that her written pre-election promise to increase police numbers by 250 
was little more than a hoax and not worth the paper it was written on? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for this question because it gives me the opportunity to address some of the 
arrant nonsense he has been talking on radio to date. 

(1)-(3) The fact of the matter is that the answers to his questions are no, no and no.  I will explain why the 
answers are no.  At 30 June 2003, 567 officers will have been recruited into the Western Australia 
Police Service, of whom 115 will be part of the 250.  Between July 2003 and 1 March 2005, the 
Government will recruit an additional 450 officers, of whom 135 will be part of the program to increase 
police numbers by 250.  They are budgeted for, they are on track, and we are delivering. 

 


